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RURAL STATISTICS 
— Why they are needed 
By A. McKINNON, Bureau of Census and Statistics, Western Australian Office 
IN March or early April you should receive two copies of a Statistical Form A.P.7, one of which should be completed and forwarded to the Deputy Common-
wealth Statistician with particulars of your farm, orchard or station. 
Perhaps your first thoughts on opening 
the envelope will be "What's the use of all 
these details?" or "Why can't they make 
the period coincide with my tax return?" 
As this survey can have an important 
bearing on the individual farmer and on 
the well-being of the rural industry which 
plays such an important part in the Aus-
tralian economy, this article tells you some-
thing of the reasons behind the collection 
of the information and the uses to which 
it is put. It also aims to dispel any doubts 
you may have as to the confidential nature 
of your individual particulars and explains 
why the collection is made at March 31, 
instead of June 30. 
A statistician's message to 
farmers explains the import-
ance of rural statistics and 
describes some of the uses 
made of the information pro-
vided by farmers' annual re-
turns. 
Prompt and accurate re-
turns are essential in the 
planning of our rural econ-
omy. 
PRINCIPAL USES OF FARM AND 
PASTORAL STATISTICS 
Although secondary industry has pro-
gressed rapidly in the post-war years, there 
is no doubt that the prosperity of this 
State still depends largely on the volume 
of wool, wheat, meat and other primary 
products which farmers and pastoralists 
grow for sale overseas, and the prices 
realised for these commodities. 
Decisions on policy affecting the industry 
and possibly your own income can be made 
confidently and intelligently only if re-
liable and up-to-date statistics are avail-
able. 
FINANCIAL POLICY 
Statistics of farm production are used 
in compiling estimates of national income 
and of revenue and expenditure for use 
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The above graph shows movement In wool (shorn, dead and fellmongered) and wheat production between 1901 
and 1961-62. Wool has increased from 15,305,000 lb. to 183,328,000 lb. and wheat has risen from 957,000 bushels 
to 65,700,000 bushels 
in the preparation of the Federal Budget. 
It is not possible for the Federal Govern-
ment to determine what revenue it can 
expect to collect during the coming year 
from income tax, customs duties, sales tax, 
and so on, without forecasts of what the 
peoples' income is likely to be. In arriving 
at these estimates it is essential that we 
have reliable and up-to-date records of 
primary production with which to work. 
For instance, the volume and price of 
wool, wheat, meat and other primary pro-
ducts available for sale on world markets 
directly influence not only your income 
but also that of the very large section of 
the community which provides services for 
you. In fact, any sharp downward move-
ment in farmers' income from these 
sources would be reflected in Federal 
revenue and, as far as possible, the Gov-
ernment must be in a position to fore-
cast changes in revenue collections when 
budgeting for the coming year. 
An assessment must of course be made 
of commitments in regard to subsidies and 
guaranteed prices for primary products, 
and this can be made only on the basis 
of statistics of production and disposal of 
the commodities affected. 
Since the introduction of uniform taxa-
tion, which is collectable by the Federal 
Government, all Australian States depend 
on Commonwealth financial assistance 
grants in lieu of income tax. 
This has not meant, however, that the 
State Government could afford to plan 
its expenditure without consideration of 
seasonal conditions and the progress of 
both primary and secondary industry. 
First, it is well aware that prosperity or 
depression in this and other States has a 
direct bearing on Federal revenue and 
eventually on reimbursements to the 
States. Second, in budgeting for the com-
ing year the State must estimate earnings 
and expenditure for its public utilities such 
as the W.A.G.R. and State Shipping 
Service. The finances of these concerns 
are, of course, influenced considerably by 
seasonal conditions in country areas and 
a bad season for farmers and pastoralists 
can mean a sharp fall in earnings. 
The State Government therefore, in 
preparing its budget and formulating 
financial policy for the year, makes use of 
statistics on rural production. 
Additional special grants are made to 
Western Australia by the Commonwealth 
Government under Section 96 of the Com-
monwealth Constitution. These grants are 
assessed each year by the Grants Commis-
sion and in preparing Western Australia's 
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case for assistance our representatives deal 
not only with the State's disabilities (huge 
area, sparse population, etc.), but they also 
take into consideration seasonal condi-
tions, crop prospects and the general pro-
gress of primary and secondary industries. 
In this work current statistics on all phases 
of the State's economy are essential to 
provide the members of the Commission 
with a true picture of agricultural and 
industrial development. 
AGRICULTURAL & PASTORAL 
OTHER / 
PRIMARY PRODUCTS / 
/ MANUFACTURING 
Diagram showing the Importance of primary production 
In the State's economy. Agricultural and pastoral 
products provide 41 per cent, of our net value of 
production. (Averages from 1956-57 to 1960-61) 
Diagram showing the relative gross values of the main 
agricultural and pastoral products. (Averages from 
1956-57 to 1960-61) 
OVERSEAS TRADE AND BALANCE OF 
PAYMENTS 
Although import restrictions have been 
progressively relaxed and controls are now 
almost completely abolished, it is still 
necessary to maintain a close watch on 
movements in the country's external funds. 
More and more emphasis is being placed 
on the need to expand exports and seek 
new and alternative markets. Federal and 
State officials responsible for policy in 
regard to balance of payments and trade 
development require up-to-date statistics 
of primary production, as well as current 
information on imports and exports, to 
assist them in planning. 
NATIONAL PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
Loans from Government sources or from 
financial institutions for expenditure on 
new public works do not receive Loan 
Council approval without careful con-
sideration of all facts which could help to 
arrive at a decision on the soundness of 
the projects under consideration. 
In Western Australia projects such as 
the development of land settlement, irriga-
tion, water supply and power are planned 
and carried out by the State Government. 
In most instances, however, the State 
depends on the Commonwealth for finan-
cial assistance for these projects and in 
preparing a case for submission to the 
Federal Government it must have statistics 
of the activities of the area to be covered 
by the scheme under consideration to 
arrive at estimates of increase in pro-
ductivity. 
As an instance of this, the committee 
which planned the Comprehensive Water 
Supply Scheme and prepared the case for 
Commonwealth assistance made extensive 
use of farm statistics relating to the area 
covered by the scheme. 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND 
ADVISORY POLICY 
Farm statistics have been most helpful 
in assessing the results and value of some 
of the discoveries of the C.S.I.R.O. and 
other bodies involved in agricultural re-
search. The Commonwealth Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, which confines its 
192 
Journal of Agruculture Vol 4 No 3, 1963
research mainly to the finances of the 
industry, uses agricultural statistics ex-
tensively in its investigations and is most 
anxious to have up-to-date information. 
The extensive research and advisory 
services conducted by the Department of 
Agriculture are made much more valuable 
when, by reviewing practical results ob-
tained, the Department can see how well 
its services have been used. For instance 
statistics of cereal varieties actually sown 
have helped the Department to measure 
the extent to which its advice in this field 
has been accepted by farmers. 
DIVISIONAL ACTIVITIES OF DEPART-
MENT OF AGRICULTURE 
The results of the annual collection of 
agricultural and pastoral statistics are 
sought by officers of the Department of 
Agriculture who are keen to know whether 
their particular sections of the industry 
have progressed. The information we are 
able to give them from the aggregation of 
your returns helps them to review their 
past work and plan their programmes for 
the current year. 
SOIL CONSERVATION 
In 1955 a survey of salt land in cereal-
growing districts was carried out in con-
junction with the annual collection of 
farm statistics. The survey provided 
valuable information on the extent of salt 
land on farms and in 1962, at the request 
of the Farmers' Union, a similar question-
naire, which also incorporated several 
questions on land contouring, was again 
distributed and collected. 
The response from farmers was very 
satisfactory. Returns have been sum-
marised in this office and results are now 
being examined by officers of the Soils 
Division of the Department of Agriculture, 
who will report on trends and problems 
disclosed by the survey. 
FARMERS' ORGANISATIONS 
Executives of your own organisations 
find current information on farm and 
pastoral activities most useful in their 
work of carrying out policy, in keeping 
themselves advised on progress of the in-
dustry, and even on matters such as wage 
fixation. For instance, in preparing cases 
for presentation to the Arbitration Court 
in connection with the fixing of shearing 
awards both the Farmers' Union of W.A. 
and the Pastoralists' Association have used 
statistics obtained from the Bureau. 
MARKETING OF PRODUCTS 
Successful planning for marketing rural 
products is helped considerably by up-to-
date statistics for forecasting and estimat-
ing production. 
To assist in meeting this need the 
Statistical Office, in collaboration with the 
Department of Agriculture, prepares two 
pre-harvest forecasts of wheat production 
which are based on "areas intended to be 
sown" given on your annual returns. 
Although wool is not subject to Govern-
ment control, advance forecasts of re-
ceivals and production are most important 
to brokers and the Government, and two 
meetings of interested bodies are held each 
year in every State to make forecasts for 
the current selling season. In Western 
Australia the meetings are attended by 
representatives from the wool-selling 
brokers, Farmers' Union, Pastoralists' As-
sociation and Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics; an officer of the Bureau of 
Census and Statistics is present to submit 
current statistics. The results of the State 
meetings are later reviewed by a federal 
conference and the final estimates of wool 
receivals are used by the National Council 
of Wool Selling Brokers in organising sales 
throughout Australia. 
The forecasts are also most important 
to the Commonwealth Government in 
estimating national income for budget 
purposes. 
PRIVATE INDUSTRY 
Manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers 
who are doing business with farmers con-
tinually use agricultural statistics to help 
them in determining production and dis-
tribution policy. They are particularly 
interested in current district statistics 
which can be used to direct their sales 
staffs into areas where they are most likely 
to do business. 
Machinery manufacturers and distri-
butors, for instance, are constantly seeking 
from us statistics on the numbers and 
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types of agricul tural implements and 
machinery in individual Shires. This in-
formation, studied in conjunction with 
crop and livestock statistics, helps them to 
est imate the potent ial market for new 
machines and replacement par t s and pro-
vides them with a guide to the proportion 
of sales handled by their firm. 
SECRECY OF RETURNS 
Under the provisions of Sections 18 and 
19 of the State Statistics Act and Section 
24 of the Commonwealth Census and 
Statistics Act, t he Statistician and his 
officers are not permit ted to divulge any 
par t iculars from a n individual re turn to 
any other person, author i ty or Government 
Depar tment . 
These sections of the Acts are rigidly 
observed by officers of the Bureau, all of 
whom are required to sign undertakings 
of secrecy. You can be confident, there-
fore, t h a t any information you give to the 
Statist ical Office is t reated as strictly 
confidential. 
PERIOD TO WHICH ANNUAL RETURNS 
RELATE 
The period for which rural statistics are 
collected has been the subject of a number 
of queries from farmers and farmers' 
organisations. 
Agricultural and pastoral statistics are 
collected at March 31 by all States and a 
change in the da te could not be made 
without mutua l agreement. The collection 
date is reviewed by the statisticians of the 
Commonwealth and of the States from 
time to t ime; the latest comprehensive 
examination was made in 1961. This con-
firmed tha t a year ended March 31 is the 
most appropriate period for a collection 
on an Australia-wide basis and t h a t a 
change to June 30 would have serious 
consequences on both the accuracy and 
timeliness of the statistics without offer-
ing significant advantages to farmers in 
general. 
In this State all cereal crops have been 
harvested and delivered by the end of 
March. March 31 is therefore quite satis-
factory for this collection, which is de-
signed to provide information on cropping 
and livestock as early as possible after t h e 
end of the cereal cropping season. The 
postponement of t he collection unt i l af ter 
June 30 would mean t h a t information r e -
lat ing to a part icular season would not be 
collected until some t ime after the s tar t 
of the succeeding season. Apart from t h e 
possibility of confusion regarding data r e -
quired, such an al terat ion would cause a t 
least a further th ree months ' delay in t h e 
release of urgently-needed information. 
Most items on the form are designed to 
provide information of a non-financial 
na ture and there is no adequate reason for 
delaying the collection unti l t he comple-
tion of financial re turns for the t ax year. 
PREMARY PRODUCTION 
1946-47 TO 1961-62 
Statistics of pr imary production for 
1946-47 and 1961-62 indicate clearly t h e 
extent of the success of fanners a n d 
pastoralists in meeting the need for i n -
creased production after the war. 
For instance, the State 's sheep flocks 
have grown from 9.8 to 18.3 million and 
woolclip (excluding fellmongered wool and 
wool exported on skins) has increased from 
80 to 180 million lb. In the same period 
the area under wheat has been expanded 
from 2.4 to 4.4 million acres and produc-
tion from 23.8 to 65.7 million bushels. 
Final information for 1962-63 is not yet 
available but a record harvest , estimated 
at more t h a n 72 million bushels from 4.8 
million acres, was obtained. 
1962-63 RETURN 
Finally I would ask you, when filling in 
your current re turn , to pay strict a t t en -
tion to the accuracy and completeness of 
the information submitted. This is the 
only means of obtaining reliable district 
and State part iculars. 
In thanking you for past co-operation 
I would like to add tha t the Bureau wel-
comes any constructive criticism of t he 
form or the method of collection. Our 
staff will at all times be pleased to answer 
your enquiries and, if necessary, will assist 
you in completing your re turn . They are 
now located on t h e 11th Floor, T. & G. 
Building, 37-39 St. George's Terrace, Perth. 
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WHEN YOU MAKE THINGS GROW, GOODYEAR MAKES WHAT YOU NEED 
MORE AUSTRALIANS 
USE GOODYEAR 
TRACTOR TYRES THAN 
ANY OTHER KIND 
THEY KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF GRIP 
AND HOW IT KEEPS FUEL BILLS DOWN. 
THEY KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF 
P IN GETTING EVERY OUNCE 
OF USABLE POWER. 
THEY KNOW HOW COSTLY 'SLIP7 CAN BE. 
THEY KNOW THEY SAVE MONEY 
WITH GOODYEAR. 
You can't buy any rear tractor tyre 
that gives as much traction for as long 
a time as Goodyear Super Sure-Grip. 
You can't buy any front tractor tyre 
that gives the control of Goodyear 
Notched Rib in even the most clogg-
ing or shifty footings. You can't buy 
any other tyre built with the year-in, 
year-out toughness of 3-T Super Rayon 
Cord. You can't buy better than 
Goodyear. 
GOOD/YEAR 
TRACTOR TYRES 
MORE FARMERS PREFER 
GOODYEAR TRACTOR TYRES THAN ANY OTHER KIND 
1144c 
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/fk whats o#t #he 
that counts 
PLOW SHARES 
CULTIVATOR POINTS 
MOULDBOARDS . . . . 
for all makes of machines 
M e 11 e r s agricultural 
equipment is manufactured 
for all makes of imple-
ments. It is designed to 
give maximum performance 
under all conditions. You 
can depend on Metters 
equipment. For strength 
and durability it is unsur-
passed. Every attachment 
is specially selected and 
tested—and is tempered by 
a special new oil process 
which ensures extra long 
life. 
Made in West Australia by 
BETTERS 
SALVADO RD., WEMBLEY, W.A. 
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